
February General Meeting 

The League of Women Voters White Bear Lake Area’s February General 
Meeting is a public forum on “Immigrants, the 2020 Census, and Fair 
Representation in Minnesota” on February 21, 2019, at 6:30 PM at the 
White Bear Lake City Hall.  Ms. Mirella Ceja-Orozco, an attorney with the 
St. Paul Immigrant Law Center, is the featured speaker. The upcoming 
2020 census makes this a timely and important topic for Minnesotans: the 
census depends on self-reporting, and can achieve an accurate population 
count when people trust the US Census Bureau will not misuse the 
population data it collects. The census count determines the number of 
congressional seats, the number of Electoral College votes, and the 
distribution of more than $8 billion in federal funds to Minnesota 
communities between 2020 and 2030. The citizenship question added to 
the 2020 Census and the state’s moderate population growth since the 
last census put Minnesota at risk of losing a congressional seat and federal 
funding.  Attendance is free, and open to the public so bring a friend!  
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CALL FOR HELP 

Please consider volunteering for the February General Meeting on 
Immigration, the 2020 Census, and Fair Representation in MN. Members 
are needed to help plan the program and organize the meeting. Please 
contact Gladys Ritter, Lisa Larson or Joan Neumiller if you can serve on 
the program planning committee, distribute flyers, be a meeting greeter 
or timer, help set up the meeting hall, or staff the welcome table. The 
next planning meeting is at the WBL Library on Thursday, February 14 at 
10:00 AM. Your time and interest are valuable and appreciated and help 
make for a successful program; together we do it better. 

I’d also like to invite members to help with their March unit meetings, 
which should be a fun discussion of our group read of the political thriller, 
“The People’s House”, by David Pepper. Contact your unit leaders if you 
are able to help, 

Joan Neumiller 

A Master Class in Effective Citizen Advocacy
(Recap of January General Meeting)

 
The January LWVWBLA general meeting was nothing short of a master 
class on effective citizen advocacy provided by a lively, articulate, well 
prepared, and engaging panel of true experts: three former women 
members of the MN House of Representatives, Mindy Greiling, Carol 
McFarlane, and Barb Yarusso; and a former minority party gubernatorial 
candidate, Ken Pentel.  The two-hour program followed the content of A 
Citizen’s Guide to Advocating at the State Legislature. visit 
LWVWBLA  website here:  http://www.lwv-wbla.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/12/LisaLarson-short-citizenadvocacyguide15598.pdf   
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One important purpose of the program was to learn how LWV members 
might effectively advocate in the 2019-2020 biennium for a state law 
change to direct an independent commission, instead of state legislators, 
to redraw MN’s electoral district boundaries, a national and state LWV 
consensus position.  The content of the guide offers general advice on 
effective citizen advocacy and is not specific to this topic.
 
After the program introduction, panelists addressed three topics in the 
context of MN’s redistricting law:
·      some of what citizen advocates must know about structure, politics, 

and people at the state legislature
·      what citizen advocates must do to access, persuade, and prevail at the 

legislature
·      why policies are more episodic than linear.
 
The panelists discussed prepared questions on the three topics:
·      what are some of the most important things a citizen must know and 

do to be an effective advocate
·      given that MN has a divided government, and that Democrats have 

authored the bills to establish an independent commission for 
redistricting, how might the LWV, as a nonpartisan organization, 
work to move such a bill through both houses of the MN 
legislature

·      how effective are citizen advocates as compared to professional 
lobbyists

·      how might the LWV identify a legislative “champion” to advance 
legislation for an independent commission to redraw MN’s 
electoral district boundaries

·      given the tension between seeking to change MN’s redistricting law 
in the 2019-2020 biennium in anticipation of redrawing electoral 
district boundaries in 2021, and the reality that law changes are 
hard to accomplish quickly, how might the LWV effectively 
work to make that change 
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Members of the audience asked panelists questions during the program.  

The local cable TV station recorded the program and it can be 
viewed on the LWVWBLA Facebook page at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NqTTsVjHGU&feature=youtu.be
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Panelists L to r:  Ken Pentel, Mindy Greiling, Barb Yarusso,  
Carol McFarlane



Liz Lauder and Lisa 
Larson thanking panelists 
after forum.

 

Citizen Advocacy forum audience at White Bear Lake City Hall. January 17, 
2019
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Notes From LIZ…………………………………… 

Council of Metropolitan Area League of Women Voters

CMAL Update on Met Council Position 

The Council of Metropolitan Area Leagues (CMAL) is updating its positions on 
the Metropolitan Council. All metro area LWVs are members of CMAL, and the 
members of those local Leagues decide on the positions of CMAL. Over the past 
year, a study committee has been researching the governance structure of the 
Met Council, and has written a report of their findings. The report is posted on the 
state LWV website, lwvmn.org. A link to the 37 page report is here. The question 
of how Council members are chosen has been a hotly debated topic by 
lawmakers and the general public ever since the Met Council was created by the 
state legislature in 1967. The CMAL was formed primarily as a citizen watchdog 
group for the Met Council, and has played an active part over the years in 
observing its operations, reporting on its activities, and studying its governance. 
This new report takes into account some recent efforts to add local elected 
officials to the ranks of Council members.

All WBLA LWV members are being asked to answer the study’s consensus 
questions and return them to the study committee by March 1st. Please read the 
report, answer the questions, and send the completed form to the address 
provided. 

This form is for use by individual LWV members in the metro area who do not 
have access to a local meeting on the Council of Metropolitan Area Leagues of 
Women Voters (CMAL) consensus questions regarding Metro Council 
governance. Prior to answering the questions, you are strongly urged to read the 
Study Report: 

• The January 2019 CMAL Report on Metro Council Governance is available on 
LWVMN website. 

• This Report includes important information relevant to the consensus questions. 

• The page numbers inserted below refer to pages in the Report. 
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CONSENSUS QUESTIONS 
1. Members of the Met Council should be (choose one or more) 
(Report pages 14, 15, 21): 

a) Directly elected by the voters of each Metropolitan Council district. 

b) Persons currently holding local elected office in the district. 

c) Citizens residing in the district who are not local elected officials 
(current). 

Comments: 

2. If Council members are appointed, appointments should be made 
by (choose all that apply) (Report pages 14, 21): 

a) Governor (current).. 

b) Local elected officials in each district should select their Met Council 
representative. 

c) Some appointed by each. Comments: 

3. Chair of Met Council should be appointed by (choose one) (Report 
page 22): 

a) Governor (current). 

b)  Local elected officials in the metro area. 

c)  Members of the Met Council from among its members. 

Comments: 
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4. If Council members are appointed, their terms should be (choose 
all that apply) (Report pgs 16, 21):  
a) Coterminous with the Governor and removable only for cause. 

b) Coterminous with the Governor and serving at the pleasure (current). 

c) Fixed, staggered terms, removable for cause. Comments: 

5. If Council members are directly elected, their terms should be 
(choose one)(Report pages 16, 21): 

a) Staggered. 
b) Not staggered. 

Comments: 

6. Members of Met Council should meet the following criteria (choose 
all that apply) (See Report pages 17 and 23): 

a) Business/ labor skills or experience. 

b) Professional experience (finance, architecture, transportation, housing, 
etc. )

c) Commitment to regional perspectives. d) Knowledge of regional issues. 

e) Demographic diversity. 
f) Ability to meet time requirements for meetings. 

g) Previous experience as an elected official. h) Other (please identify). 

Comments: 
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7. If Met Council members are to be appointed by the Governor, there 
should be a nominating process that includes the following (choose a 
or b) (Report pages 16, 24): 

a) Nominating Committee of 7 members (current). 

b) Nominating Committee of up to 13 members.  

Comments 

8. If Met Council members are to be appointed by the Governor, there 
should be a nominating process that meets the following criteria 
(choose all that apply): (Report pages 14, 16, 23, 24) 

a) Nominating committee should conduct an open and public review 
process. 

b) Nominating committee should recommend a slate of nominees to the 
Governor. 

c) Local elected officials should be a majority of the Nominating Committee. 

d) There should be a nominating subcommittee in each Metro Council 
district. 

e) A governor who declines to appoint from the recommended slate should 
be required to explain why. 

Comments: 
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9. To whom should Met Council members be accountable? (choose all 
that apply)(Report p. 17, 24): 

a) Governor 

b) Residents from the Metro Council District 

c) Residents of the metro area as a whole  

d) Legislature 

e) City and county local elected officials in their district 

f) Residents of the State of Minnesota  

g) Other (please identify) 
Comments: 

10. The number of Met Council members should (choose all that apply 
(Report pages 17, 18, 24): 

a) Remain at one member from each of 16 districts (current). 

b) Increase the number of districts. 

c) Additional members at large should be appointed.  

d) Other (please identify): Comments: 
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Please complete the form above and send it to Council of Metropolitan 
Area Leagues of Women Voters (CMAL) c/o Karen Schaffer, PO Box 
131314, Roseville, MN or scan and email to schafferka@gmail.com. , by 
March 1,2019. The information below is requested to maintain integrity of 
the consensus process. Questions? Contact your local League or Karen 
Schaffer schafferka@gmail.com or 651.636.7359. 

Your Name________________________________________________ 

Your Local League_______________________________________________

Further  comments:
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 Don’t Forget…………We have a Facebook page!
If you are on Facebook, check out our page, " like it” and post something 
on it at least once a month.

You will find it if you search on Google for LWV White Bear Lake Area. It 
is set up as an organization page. That means we don't know who has 
liked it unless they post something. 

           Also…………….The link to our website: 
 www.lwv-wbla.org

January Was Busy with Legislative Interviews  

Since LWV White Bear Lake Area covers a large geographic area that 
includes all or parts of state Senate Districts 38, 39, 42, and 43, each unit 
was charged with interviewing legislators representing their members.  In 
the past, we have interviewed legislators individually, usually in their 
office at the state Capitol, but this year a decision was made to try a new 
approach.  The North Oaks, White Bear Lake and Mahtomedi units 
decided to conduct the interviews in public programs at local libraries 
while the St. Croix unit selected to interview legislators individually. 

The North Oaks unit organized two public programs, one for Senate 
District 42 legislators at the Shoreview Library on Saturday, Jan. 12th and 
one for Senate District 38 legislators at the White Bear Lake Library on 
Saturday, Jan. 19th. Legislators interviewed included Reps. Jamie Becker-
Finn, Kelly Moller, and Ami Wazlawik.  Sens. Janson Isaacson and Roger 
Chamberlain agreed to participate  but ultimately did not attend due to 
scheduling conflicts. 

In each program, legislators were interviewed as a panel by a League 
moderator, answering questions that focused on LWV Minnesota legislative 
priorities, and then answered questions from the audience. At each 
event, we had over 50 people, not counting League members, who 
attended and came prepared to ask questions. We were pleased with the 
turn-out and the interest exhibited by the audience; they appreciated 
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being able to access their legislators early in the Session. We should 
consider repeating this format for future legislative interviews. 

The White Bear Unit organized a public program for Senate District 43 
legislators at the Maplewood Library on Saturday, Jan. 19th.  While the 
turnout was disappointing, all three legislators, Sen. Chuck Wiger, Reps. 
Peter Fischer, and Rep. Leon Lillie, participated.   

Once the St. Croix unit completes their legislative interviews, a summary 
of the responses will be reported. 

      

      Legislative Interview Questions – 2019 Session – Legislator’s Copy  

LWV Minnesota is a nonpartisan nonprofit organization that does not 
endorse or oppose candidates or political parties. LWV Minnesota holds 
nonpartisan candidate forums, runs nonpartisan voter registration drives, 
and advocates on a limited number of issues. 

Legislative interviews give League of Women Voters members an 
opportunity to meet their legislators and to learn about them. Legislators 
will be able to share their views and perspectives on important issues to 
Minnesota broadly and to your local community. We hope this will help 
local Leagues build a strong working relationship with their senators and 
representatives. 

Members of the LWV White Bear Lake Area reside in SD38, SD39, SD42, 
and SD43 and will be conducting interviews of the legislators representing 
these districts.  
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Questions of Legislators in the 2019 Legislative Session 

In our conversation, we hope to learn more about your hopes and 
expectations for the upcoming legislative session. In particular, we would 
like to talk about: 

Your Priorities: 

1. What inspired you to run for the Legislature?   

2. What will be your top three priorities for the legislative session? 
Please be specific as possible as to why those are your priorities and 
what legislation you plan to support. 

Redistricting: 

3. Some states have adopted special commissions of citizens that draw 
legislative and congressional maps during the redistricting process. 
In Minnesota, some elected officials have discussed a panel of five 
retired judges drawing the maps. Do you support one or both 
formats? If you do not support a format, what are your reasons? 

Census Funding: 

4. Several policy experts have expressed serious concerns about the 
lack of funding and preparation for the census in 2020. They suggest 
that the current programs and funding will not achieve accurate or 
complete census counts. Many have recommended that states 
budget for additional funding to supplement federal activities. 
Would you support supplemental funding being allocated in the 
state budget for census activities in Minnesota? 

Voting: 

5. Automatic voter registration is a system in which eligible citizens 
who interact with government agencies are registered to vote 
unless they decline. No person is required to register to vote, as 
they may always opt out. For example, a person who updates their 
address on their driver’s license automatically updates their address 
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in the voter registration system. Would you support this type of 
system? Why or why not? 

6. Currently, some Minnesota citizens have been previously convicted 
of a felony, but are not incarcerated and live in their community. 
However, these individuals may not vote until they complete their 
probation or supervised release. Some believe that the state 
ofMinnesota should restore voting rights to these individuals as soon 
as they are no longer incarcerated. Do you agree with this? Why or 
why not? 

  

Legislative Process & Public Participation: 

7. The legislature has been passing laws in fewer, larger omnibus bills 
every year since the 1970s. Some believe that these large omnibus 
bills violate the single subject clause of the Minnesota constitution. 
Additionally, negotiations between the legislative leadership often 
stalls, leading to last-minute deals behind closed doors.  

8. What is your opinion on these practices? How might they be 
improved to ensure greater transparency and public participation? 

Thank you for your time! LWV Minnesota has been active in Minnesota for 
over 90 years. Our members bring not just a dedication to good 
government and citizen participation, but local leagues also have a 
wealth of information and contacts within their membership. Whether or 
not we agree or disagree on an issue, we hope that you will see us as a 
resource for you in your job as legislator and as a source for informed, 
civil dialogue about the issues we all care about.  

Kathy Tomsich 
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Attendees at Shoreview Legislative Interviews

Sharon Guiser conducts 
Shoreview legislative interviews.


